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an almost reactionary view of the activities Basic 
Writers must engage in. They persistently state and 
reinforce ideas and provide opportunities for analysis 
without explicitly mentioning the writing process. 
Hayakawa’s ladder of abstraction, for example, is an 
excellent device for explaining generalities and spe- 
cifics; here, however, the authors do not tell the stu- 
dents how important it is that they vary the levels 
of generality in their own writing even more than 
professional, authoritative voices need to. Students 
are told to “achieve a strong sense of unity,” but 
there is no connection made between doing so and 
having a personally derived sense of purpose. Pre- 
writing, writing, and rewriting are not mentioned, 
so the book’s approach remains reader- rather than 
writer-centered; careful analyses of long passages of 
prose are demanded, but carefully staged motives 
and guidelines for writing are ignored. 

I must confess, then, to being somewhat im- 
patient with Creating Contexts. Perhaps I have had 
one conversation too many with “knowing how to 
read is knowing how to write” proponents. An essay 
may be, for a reader, “an extended paragraph”; for 
a writer, this is not a helpful consideration until his 
or her essay is written. For Basic Writers, for whom 
both reading and writing are unfamiliar activities, 
texts must take cognizance of the writing process 
and offer repeated occasions for writing and critically 
reading student writing. 

I can, then, recommend this text highly as a 
teacher’s resource book, for it offers some excellent 
examples that could be embedded in a writing course. 
As a class book, it finally begs the very question it 
raises. 

SUSAN MILLER 
The Ohio State University 
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